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Our Lady of Mercy





In astrology, those born from December 1–21 are Archers of Sagittarius. The Archers are the travelers of the zodiac, curious and energetic, with open minds craving new experiences and challenges. Those born from December 22–31 are Capricorn’s Goats. Like goats that perch on mountain crags, Capricorns are masters of self-control and responsibility. Focus and fortitude help them to reach their goals.


Residents: Catherine V. 12/15; Larry S. 12/26.





Employees: Gerard C. 12/01





Volunteers: Ann P. 12/15; Elsie H. 12/16; Marilyn W. 12/27
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December Horoscopes and Birthdays





December 2021





Care with Dignity 


2115 Maturana Drive Liberty, MO 64068


816-781-5711





Celebrating December





Bingo’s Birthday Month





Universal Human Rights Month





Hanukkah Continues


December 1–6 





Pearl Harbor 


Remembrance Day


December 7





Poinsettia Day


December 12





Christmas Party


December 22





Christmas


December 25





Kwanzaa


December 26–January 1





Boxing Day


December 26





New Year’s Eve


December 31








December Is a Circus





Charles Ringling, born on December 2, 1863, was one of seven brothers to operate the Ringling Bros. Circus, a trav�eling act that became the largest and most famous circus in the world by 1930. 





Four of the seven Ringling brothers were born in Iowa. �It was there that they saw a �circus unloaded off the back of a steamboat, a scene that inspired them to develop their own traveling act. In 1872, the family moved to Wisconsin, a state renowned as an overwintering destination for the nation’s circuses. Perhaps the move �was destiny. The Ringlings showcased their variety show across the state, performing musical numbers, skits, and juggling routines. They used �their earnings to purchase suits and top hats, and later added �a donkey, Shetland pony, and �a bear to their act. By 1887, Charles oversaw the production of a massive show starring all seven Ringling brothers and various exotic animals such as tigers, elephants, and camels. �He called the act Ringling Bros. 





cont. on pg. 4











December Is a Circus cont. from pg. 1





Notable Quotable





“Keep the circus going inside of you, keep it going, don’t take anything too seriously. It’ll �all work out in the end.”





~ David Niven, actor 





United Monster Shows, Great Double Circus, Royal European Menagerie, Museum, Caravan, and Congress of Trained Animals.





The Ringling Bros. eventually caught the attention of the famous Barnum & Bailey Circus. The two companies agreed to avoid direct competition by splitting the U.S. into territories, but after the death of James Bailey in 1906, Ringling Bros. purchased the Barnum & Bailey Circus to become the largest circus in the world and the self-proclaimed “Greatest Show on Earth.” 





The “Greatest Show” would not be great forever. The public would lose their taste for the traveling circus and its exotic animals. After a 146-year run, in May of 2017, the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus performed its final show.





The Great Debate





Canada’s Great Flag Debate officially began on June 15, 1964, when Prime Minister Lester Pearson proposed a new design for the flag of Canada. The de facto flag of Canada was known as the Red Ensign, a red flag bearing the United Kingdom’s Union Jack in the upper left corner. Sometimes the flag bore �a coat of arms in its center; other times a maple leaf. None of these variations appealed to Pearson, who felt the country needed a new flag for a “new Canada,” one that represented all Canadians, not just those of British descent. Weighing heavily upon Pearson’s mind was Quebec and rumors that the French-speaking province sought independence. 





The Great Flag Debate sharply divided the Canadian government and caused acrimony across �the country for six months. �Over 3,500 flag designs were submitted, but on December 15, 1964, the design proposed by Col. George Stanley, two red bars flanking a red maple leaf �on white, was accepted. 








It’s a Long Shot





The first Tuesday in December brings World Trick Shot Day, a holiday started by the Harlem Globetrotters, those basketball wizards renowned for making impossible shots look easy. Ordinary people with a basketball hoop and a ball are encouraged to amaze their friends by making trick shots of their own. If you need inspiration, look to the Globetrotters. Each year on �Trick Shot Day, they perform �an impossible shot. In 2019, Globetrotter star Hammer Harrison performed the world’s highest slam dunk by skydiving from 13,000 feet and slamming the ball home. If you share your trick shot on social media, the Globetrotters might take notice. Each year, they award the best trick shots with tickets to a Globetrotters game.





�
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Book Club


1!





From Saint to Santa





As of November 2021, the activities department started a new club! Who doesn’t like books! 





There was a packet with a flyer and a survey that was passed out at the beginning of last month. 





If you are interested in this new club, please call the Activity Office for more details. Extension number 5002.





Our First book of Book Club is “For Once in My Life” by Colleen Coleman.





Make sure to check out our book list!





Illustrator Thomas Nast has been called the “Father of the American Cartoon” for the illustrations he featured in Harper’s Weekly magazine in the 19th century. It was Nast who first used a donkey and elephant to symbolize America’s political parties. He fought corruption with scathing political cartoons. But Nast’s most enduring contribution to popular culture might be his depictions of Santa Claus as a jolly, fat man from the North Pole dressed in red and white.





Long before he was Santa Claus, he was Saint Nicholas, the Bishop of Myra. The Dutch venerated him as Sinterklaas, and when the Dutch set sail �for the New World in the �17th century, they brought Sinterklaas with them. 





Sinterklaas, or Santa Claus, and Christmas, were well-established in America by the 1800s. But in December of 1823, Clement Clark Moore published his poem ’Twas the Night Before Christmas, and first described Santa Claus �not as an austere bishop, but “chubby and plump, a right jolly old elf.” By January of 1863, with the United States plunged into Civil War, Thomas Nast had plenty of inspiration to �draw on for his first cartoon depicting Santa Claus.





Nast’s first depictions of Santa portray him not just as a jolly old elf but as an ally of the Union Army, and he used his own long beard as inspiration for Santa’s flowing white one. Over the next 23 years, Nast would make 33 illustrations of Santa, none more influential than his 1881 image of “Merry Old Santa Claus,” complete with a white beard, rosy cheeks, red suit, and pack full of toys. This image has made Santa Claus who he is today.











Author of the Month        Puzzle of the Month





Wed. December 1st-


9am- Walmart Run (S/U)


3pm- Book Club


Friday December 3rd-


9am- Scenic Drive


3pm- Happy Hour


Red Friday


Sunday December 5th-


12pm- Chiefs VS. Broncos


Wed. December 8th-


9am- Walmart Run (S/U)


11am- Lunch Outing (S/U)


Friday December 10th-


9am- Scenic Drive


3pm- Happy Hour 


Red Friday


Sunday December 12th-


12pm- Chiefs VS. Raiders


Tuesday December 14th-


3pm- Apartment Meeting


Wed. December 15th-


9am- Walmart Run (S/U)


12:15pm- Christmas Carols


3pm- RCF Meeting


3pm- Book Club








Thur. December 16th-


9am- Podiatrist for Apts.


2pm- Employee Christmas Party


7:20pm- Chiefs VS. Chargers


Friday December 17th-


9am- Scenic Drive (S/U)


9am- Podiatrist for RCF


3pm- Happy Hour


Wed. December 22nd-


8am- Walmart Run (S/U)


11am- Lunch Outing (S/U)


2pm- Resident Christmas Party 


Friday December 24th-


11am- Happy Hour


Wed. December 29th-


9am- Walmart Run (S/U)


3pm- Book Club


Thursday December 30th-


2pm- New Year’s Eve Party


Friday December 31st-


3pm- Happy Hour





Ask your librarian! Don B. is going to do something new this year for your library! He will select authors that will begin with the first letter of each month such as D for December. 





Don’t forget, if you haven’t signed up for Book Club yet, please do so. Please turn in your book survey! 














Often, we are covered with wisdom and wit, and oft with a cloth where dinner guests sit. In beauty around you and over your head, we are countless, though numbered when bound to be read. 





Nast often depicted Santa as an ally of the U.S. military. Here he wears both an Army backpack and 


dress sword.





Important Dates to Remember








